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Global Carbon Cycle 



Pan et al. 2011.  A Large and Persistent Carbon Sink in 

the Worldôs Forests.  Science 

Å Deforestation Ą ~15% of annual global GGH emissions 
 
ÅWorld forests are a net C sink, sequestering 2.3 Pg/yr 

 
Å U.S. forests sequester ~12% of annual U.S. GGH emissions  
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Why conserve and manage 
forests for carbon? 





How do we encourage 
conservation of working 
forests? 
 
Exploit available opportunities 
 

    For example: 
Å Conservation of former 

industrial timber lands through 
tenure transfer and easements 

Å Expansion of existing open 
space programs 

 
Implementation recommendations 
 

     For example: 
Å Tax incentives 
Å Public-private funding 

mechanisms 
Å Facilitation of carbon market 

participation 
Å Market cooperatives 


